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1 October 2009
Dear colleague

The Irish Cardiac Echo and Imaging Group (ICE) was formed in 2006 to promote the study and advancement of ultrasound imaging in cardiology.  It represents the interests of all those who work in or who are associated with cardiac imaging, in particular echocardiography.

ICE has a major interest in improving the standards of echocardiography in Ireland through education and training.  By establishing a standard and by inviting practitioners to seek accreditation to this standard we hope to encourage and maintain practical training and learning in the performance and reporting of echocardiograms.  

Accreditation will set a standard that will benefit your patients, your colleagues and your employers.  It will also give you an internationally recognised credential.

Initially we are asking that all practitioners in echocardiography to register with ICE.  This will give us the opportunity to assess current levels of accreditation and work practices.  We will review this information and develop a strategy for setting standards and supporting practitioners in achieving this standard.

For cardiac physiologists, accreditation will be a vital part of the bid for state registration and recognition of the profession.  It will become increasingly important in the achievement of the required competencies in the Cardiology SpR curriculum.  For other practitioners it will provide recognition of knowledge and skills.

Accreditation is, at the moment, voluntary.  However in the future we would envisage that this will probably change and it will become a requirement to show competency. Voluntary accreditation now allows our profession to set the agenda in any future regulation.

Dr Angie Brown MD

President ICE


Membership Form

	Personal details

	

	Title
	Surname
	Membership Number

Office use only

	First name
	Contact Number

	Correspondence address
	Email address

	Workplace address
	HSE
	

	
	Private
	

	
	Other
	

	

	Professional Qualifications

	

	Cardiac Physiologist
	Medical Doctor
	Other

	Qualification
	Year obtained
	Qualification
	Year obtained
	Qualification
	Year obtained

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	Current accreditation in Echocardiography

	

	
	
	Membership number
	Year obtained
	Most recent

re-accreditation

	British Society of Echocardiography (BSE)
	
	
	
	

	European Association of Echocardiography (EAE)
	
	
	
	

	American Registry of Diagnostic Medical

Sonography (ARDMS)
	
	
	
	

	Cardiovascular Credentialing International

(CCI)
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Are you currently working towards accreditation?
	Yes   / No
	If Yes, please give details



	Echocardiography work practices

	
	

	How many transthoracic echocardiograms are performed each year in your department?
	

	How many trained operators perform echocardiograms in your department?
	

	How many echocardiographers in the department currently have valid accreditation in your department?
	

	How many Cardiologists or Physicians with an interest in Cardiology are there attached to your department?
	

	
	

	How long have you been performing echocardiograms? 
	Years          Months

	How long have you been reporting echocardiograms?
	Years          Months

	
	

	Approximate number of echoes personally performed annually
	Adult

Paediatric

TOE

Other

	Number of echoes personally reported (preliminary report) annually
	Adult

Paediatric

TOE

Other

	Number of echoes personally reported (final report) annually
	Adult

Paediatric

TOE

Other

	
	

	Do you attend regular (at least 1 / year) educational seminars / conferences?
	Yes /  No

	If Yes, give details
	

	Do you have regular departmental reporting sessions?
	Yes / No



	Are there formal teaching sessions? 
	Yes / No



	
	

	Are you involved with other cardiac imaging techniques?
	Yes / No

	If yes, please give details
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Please return completed form by post to

Sarah Gallagher

Cardiology Department

Bon Secours Hospital

Glasnevin

Dublin 9

Irish Cardiac Echo �& Imaging Group 


Irish Cardiac Echo and Imaging Group, (I.C.E.), Cardiology Department, St. James's Hospital, James's Street, Dublin 8, Ireland. Telephone: + 353 (0) 1 416 2792
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